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imported canines. Next to dogs, cattle are most likely to be infected. The reason for this is apparent on any farm where dogs are used to attend cattle.
Causes
Rabies is infectious. It is centuries old. The true cause of the disease has never been discovered. Rabies is an affection of the nervous system only. The germ is found in the saliva of the rabid animal. The blood does not carry the infection. The saliva would seem to be the most dangerous source of infection, since the contagion can take place naturally only by the bite of a rabid animal. Even though the true identity of the germ causing rabies is not known, the disease can be recognized easily by a laboratory examination of the brain and spinal cord from the suspected animal. The virus or germ of rabies travels by way of the nervous system. For example, when a rabid dog bites a cow, there may be an injury to the nerves in the wound and the germ in the dog's saliva finds easy entrance. If the animal is bitten about the head, the disease will begin sooner than if bitten in the hind leg, because of the greater distance the virus must travel to reach the brain. It is probable that not all bites are infective, because when the wound bleeds freely the virus may be washed away. When the virus enters the nerve at the point of the bite wound, the symptoms develop only when the virus reaches the brain. This may take two weeks or it may require a year. Most cases of rabies would occur within three months after an animal was bitten.
Symptoms
Cattle, like dogs, have both the furious and the dumb form of rabies. The first is the most common. When dumb rabies is present, it is probably a later stage and begins after paralysis is evident. The first symptoms usually noticed are loss of appetite, stopping of milk-flow, and great nervousness. A very gentle animal may suddenly become